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ACTION ARA-10 


INFO OCT- 01 ISO-OO DHA-02 ORM-02 SY-05 SCCT-01 IO-13 

CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-0.3 NSAE-00 NSC-05 

PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /080 W 

019176 

R 2116052 MAY 76 
FM AMMBEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5783 ARGENTINA PROJECT (S200000044) 

INFO USMISSION USUN U£. DEPT. OF STATE, A/RPS/IPS 

AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO Marearet P. Grafeld, Director 

_ (^Release ( )Exdse ( )Deny 

•“?< X •'■'Wm BUENOS AIRES 33 9fiemption(s):___ 

Declassify: ( ) In Part (kflnFuU 

E.O. 11652: GDS ( )dassify as _ O Extend as_ () Downgrade to. 

TAGS: PINS, SHUM, AR Date _____ Declassify on _ _Reason — . 

SUBJECT: ABDUCTION OF URUGUAYAN REFUGEES MICHELINI AND GUTIERREZ 

REFS: (A) STATE 121966, (B) BUENOS AIRES 3343, (C) USUN 2156 

1. GOA HAS MADE NO PUBLIC STATEMENT CONCERNING ABDUCTION OF 
ZELMAR MICHELINI ON MAY 17 AND HECTOR GUTIERREZ RUIZ ON MAY 18 
BY ARMED MEN WHO INVADED THEIR RESIDENCES. AS REPORTED REFTEL 
(B) , HOWEVER, HIGH GOA OFFICIALS HAVE PRIVATELY ASSURED EDITOR 
OF NEWSPAPER "LA OPINION" THAT GOA HAS NO" KNOWLEDGE OF ABDUCTIONS. 
"LA OPINION" IS ONE OF THE LIBERAL AND COURAGEOUS BUENOS AIRES 
PAPERS, AND MICHELINI MARGINALLY ASSOCIATED WITH PAPER AND 
FRIENDLY WITH SOME STAFF MEMBERS. 

MAY 20 ISSUE FEATURES ABDUCTION OF THE TWO URUGUAYAN 
POLITICIANS ON FRONT PAGE AND SEVERAL COLUMNS INSIDE PAPER. 

OTHER PAPERS HAVE GIVEN STORY LITTLE ATTENTION OR HAVE COMMENTED 
ONLY CAUTIOUSLY AND MILDLY ABOUT POSSIBLE DAMAGE TO GOA IMAGE. 


2. "LA OPINION" CITES WITNESSES OF TWO ABDUCTIONS TO EFFECT * 
KIDNAPPERS MADE NO EFFORT TO HIDE ACTIVITY AND APPARENTLY HAD NO 
FEAR OF POLICE INTERVENTION. IN GUTIERREZ CASE, WITNESSES 
CLAIM ABDUCTORS STAYED IN APARTMENT FOR AN HOUR, SHOUTING 
FROM WINDOW TO OTHERS IN STREET BELOW. COMMON TO BOTH 
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ABDUCTIONS WAS USE OF AUTOS WITHOUT PLATES, A TRADE- 
MARK OF THE GOA'S INTELLIGENCE SERVICE, THE SIDE (SECRETARIA 
DE INTELIGENCIA DEL ESTADO) . 

3. IN ITS TREATMENT OF THE ABDUCTIONS, "LA OPINION" EDITORIALIZED 
SOLEMNLY THAT ONLY POSSIBLE EXPLANATION FOR ABDUCTIONS, GIVEN 
GOA'S AND PRES VIDELA' S ASSURANCES OF RESPECT FOR LEGALITY 

UPON TAKING POWER, WAS THAT SOME INTERNAL OR EXTERNAL 
ENEMY IS TRYING TO CAUSE FAILURE OF NEW GOVT BY DAMAGING 
IMAGE. PAPER PULLED OUT ALL STOPS BY POINTING' OUT ARGENTINA'S 
DELICATE POSITION, WITH CITATIONS OF POSSIBLE NEGATIVE 
EFFECTS UPON INTERNATIONAL FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS, ADVERTISING 
EXECUTIVES CONVENTION PRESENTLY IN BA, SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC 
LEADERS CONGRESS IN CARACAS, ITALIAN AND AMERICAN ELECTIONS, 

NEW ARGENTINE AMBASSADORS TAKING UP POSTS, AND UNHCR REP 
VISITING ARGENTINA. OVERALL EFFECT IS CLEAR IMPLICATION 
THAT GOA ELEMENTS ARE RESPONSIBLE- FOR ABDUCTIONS, AND THAT 
GOA WILL PAY HEAVY PRICE IN DAMAGE- TO ITS IMAGE, A LA CHILE. 

4. COMMENT: "LA OPINION" IS CLEARLY USING ABDUCTIONS AS 
VEHICLE TO EXPRESS CONCERN OVER MUCH WIDER PROBLEM OF GOA 
REPRESSIVE PRACTICES. EDITORS ARE RUNNING THE RISK OF 
HAVING PAPER CLOSED, OR WORSE. IT IS QUITE CORRECT, HOWEVER, 

IN RECOGNIZING AND WARNING THAT IF SUCH ABUSES CONTINUE, 

DOMESTIC AND INTERNATIONAL OPINION WILL TAG GOA WITH 
RESPONSIBILITY AND IT WILL RAPIDLY BEGIN TO ACQUIRE 

SAME IMAGE AND PROBLEMS AS CHILEAN JUNTA. THERE CAN BE 
LITTLE DOUBT THAT PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN THESE ABDUCTIONS, 

AND OTHER ABUSES BEING REPORTED, ARE GOA -SECURITY FORCES 
ACTING EITHER WITH APPROVAL OF SUPERIORS OR WITH THEIR 
TACIT CONSENT. IT MAY BE THAT PRES VIDELA AND THE MODERATES 
DO NOT APPROVE AND WOULD LIKE TO STOP IT. THEIR INABILITY 
TO DO SO, IN FACE OF CLEAR REALIZATION THAT SUCH ABUSES 
WILL BRING SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS, RAISES URGENT QUESTIONS 
OF INHERENT STABILITY OF REGIME AND ITS ABILITY TO CONTINUE 
ON MODERATE COURSE. 

HILL 
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